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During the latest years we may notice consumers growing interest for the reduced size 
plants (RSP), a well justified tendency by the many posibilities to use them in small spaces. 
Ficus benjamina L., Moraceae family, is a shrub with oval bright leaves and flexible, 
beautifully curved ramifications; F. benjamina 'Variegata' has green and white cream colored 
leaves, very apreciated as a appartment plant for its elegant aspect.  
This paper presents the results of the research that had as purpose to obtain reduced size 
plants from Ficus benjamina 'Variegata', by means of a cultural method (reducing the 
nutrition space), results that are part of a research project that implies the formation and 
studying  of a  reduced size plants collection. 
The vegetal material was formed by rooted cuttings, that were planted in peat and 
perlite (1:1), in pots of different sizes (12 cm - V1; 10 cm - V2; 8 cm - V3). After planting the 
cuttings in pots, by repeated measurements made from November to April, the vegetative 
growing rate was determined, in order to introduce this cultural method to obtain RSPs, as 
well as the plant ramification degree and the photosynthetically active radiation (PAR) of the 
plants (determined with Mini-Pam Portable Chlorophyll Fluorometer). 
The results show that after 6 months from the planting, the highest values of the 
vegetative growing were registered to the cuttings that were planted in the pots of 12 cm (30.3 
cm), and the most reduced values were registered to the cuttings that were planted in the pots 
of 8 cm (19.8 cm). The medium number of ramifications per plant, dependent on the amount 
of medium, registered similar values in the first 3 months, between 5.2 for V2 and 7.2 for V1; 
after 6 months doubled for the plants that had an optimum nutrition regime (V1-15.4) as 
compared to the plants grown in a reduced amount of medium (V3 -7.8). The same evolution 
is observed for the dimensions of the leaves, the values of their length, registered with the last 
measurement, was significantly reduced from 6.1 cm for V1 to 5 cm for V3. 
We observe that by diminishing the nutrition space, the values registered at the end of 
the experiment period, corespondent to the PAR, were minimum for V3 - 1653 µmol m-2s-1 as 
compared to 2248.8 µmol m-2s-1 for V1. 
In conclusion, reducing the nutrition space may be considered a cultural method to 
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